_ 
2 r . 8 
. * . * 4 
a 4 — / — 8 (C3 
aA AL n 
"vs . 
7 * * & "A 


* = * "NIP a N * "RA n 11 
on 9 > . 1 1 
* 8 
*. 
= ts Ld. 


' _ + 4 26+: 
Fj «* % 44; * N 
. * L * ** 


Reciting, That his Majeſty had been pleaſe 


cc 


the ſaid Offices of Warden, or Keeper of the Fleet; or 
e relating thereunto: And that during the natural Lo 
< lawful for his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors 


a the Fleet, to hold the ſame, for and during the Will and Pleaſure of his Majeſty, his Heirs and 
* Succeſſors; and that from and after the ſaid Fourteenth Day of June, The ſaid 7 


“ for, or on the Behalf of any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Law or 
_< Equity.” 7 5 | | * 
aſter the paſſing thereof, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, in purſuance of his Majeſty's ſaid Order, was 


ſeveral Indictments were found againſt him, and the fame were brought to Tryal; upon which ſeveral; 
Indictments Nevertheleſs, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge was found Not-Guilty, and acquitted of the 


|  Ottober, 1729, when he was admitted to Bail, but was not abſolutely diſcharged, until the Twenty- 


had againſt the ſaid Thomas Bambridge for the Eſcape of any Debtor, either to his Majeſty, or to any 


he hath been put to great Charges and Expences ; and notwithſtanding his Acquittal, he has not onl YA 


Verdicts of Acquittal upon the ſeveral Trials, had, in the moſt ſolemn Manner: And his Majeſty, 


6 3 - 
— a aa ds da 3 
* 


7 ** LAT rs 


— 


* 


Brit 


7 1 * 
2 
S 4 of 


_ The CASE of Thomas BamsRiDGE. „ 
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Bambridge was 9 Keeper of his Majeſty's Old and New Pallaces of Weſtminſter, 
f hi 


as alſo Warden of his Majeſty's Priſon of the Fleet for Life, with Remainder to DougallF 
Cuthbert, Eſq. for Life. | | 


Tar the 'I wenty-c1ghth day of February, 1728, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge was taken into Cuſs® 
tody, and ſoon after Confined under Irons in the Priſon of Newgate ; and whilſt he was under this 
Confinement, an Act of Parliament was made, in the Second Year of his Majeſty's Reign, whereby l 

4 to order his Attorney General to proſecute at Law, tha 

„ ſaid Thomas Bambridge, tor wiltully permitting ſeveral Debtors, as well to his Majeſty, as to di- 
vers of his Subjects, to eſcape ; and for being guilty of the moſt notorious Breaches of his Truſt, 

« and the higheſt Crimes and Misdemeanors in the Execution of the ſaid Office; and having arbitrari- 
« Iy and unlawtully loaded with Irons, put into Dungeons, and deſtroyed Priſoners put under his 
« Charge. It was, Enatted, © That from and after the Fourtcenth day of Junc, 1729, the ſaid Tho- 
« mas Bambridge, ſhould be for ever diſabled, and rendred incapable ave, hold, exerciſe and enjoy, 3 


hold, or exerciſe, any Authority 
the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, it ſhould be 


by his or their Letters Patent, under the Great Seal 
of Great Britain, from time to time, to Nominate, Conſtitute, and Appoint, ſuch Perſon and Perſons 


as his Majeſty, his Heirs, or Succeſſors, ſhould judge fit and proper to be Warden, or Keeper of 


1 HAT by Letters Patent, dated the Thirtieth of September, 1728, the ſaid Thomas 


— 


homas Bambridge, 
& ſhould be diſabled and rendered incapable, to hold, and enjoy any Office or Employment, either 


« Civil or Military, or to uſe or exerciſe the Office or Employment of an Attorney, Solicitor, or Agent, 


Trar this Act paſſed, while the ſaid Thomas Bambridge lay confined in Irons in Newgate, and 
for ſuch ſuppoſed Crimes and Miſdemeanors, proſecuted by his Majeſty's then Attorney General, and 


Crimes and Miſdemeanors laid to his Charge, without ſo much as producing any Witneſs on his Behalf: 
| Taar the faid Thomas Bambridge continued in cloſe Impriſonment, until the Twenty-fifth Day of 


fifth Day of January following: That the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, took his Tryal upon an Appeal for 
Murder of one of the Priſoners in the Fleet; and was alſo acquitted thereof, and no Proſecution was 


of his Subjects; nor was there any ſuch Eſcape during the time he had the Cuſtody of the Fleet Priſon, 
Tur by reaſon of ſuch cloſe Confinement, and the Proſecutions againſt the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, 


for near ſix Years laſt paſt, loſt the Profits of the ſeveral Offices, which were granted to him as afore- 
ſaid, but hath alſo, ever ſince the faid Fourteenth day of June, been incapacitated from exerciſing his 
Profeſſion of an Attorney and Solicitor for his Support and Subfiftance. 


Tur Inſtances of depriving a Free-born Subject of his Liberty, and Ouſting him of his Frechold, 
and inflicting Penalties and Diſabilities before Conviction, have been very rare; and the Legiſlature - 
doth not uſually exert itſelf to inflict Puniſhments in that Way, unleſs where the Crimes have been no- 
toriouſly Evident, and not to be controverted ; or where the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice did fail, or 

was likely to be cluded. e | on . 


Tua the Facts and Suggeſtions on which this Act was granted, have been directly falſified by the 


who is the Fountain of Juſtice, and Protector of the Innocent, cannot (whilſt this Act remains unrc=l 
pealed) exerciſe his Prerogative, in reſtoring the Party Acquitted to his Rights and Properties; and, 
if this Act ſhould be ſuffered to continue in force and unrepealed, it may be a Precedent of very dange- 
rous Conſequence, and no Innocent Perſon can be fate, or defend his Liberty or Property, in caſe the 
Malice of his Enemies, or common Fame, ſhould raiſe Suggeſtions againſt him. hx" M 
Trar the Sufferings of the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, under this ſevere Law, have been very great, 
and continued a long Time; and unleſs timely rglieved, he will be ſubject to the Penalties and Diſabili- 
ties thereby infected, and deprived of all Means of a Lively hood during his Lite, notwithſtanding his 
Innocence is Clear'd. = 


' Therefore, the [aid Thomas Bambridge humbly hopes, that the ſaid A (or ſo much thereof 
relates to him, will be Repealed and that his Majeſly may be Enabled to make hun 
Compenſation for the Injuries he has ſuſtained, as alſo a Recompence for the Loſs of h 
ſaid Offices; or that he may be otherwiſe. Relieved, in ſuch manner as this Honourable | 

| Houſe ſball think fit. : ; ? 92 
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